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S t a t e dec ides to push for morearsenic t e s t ing at Deer Lodge Park
By ERIN P. BILLINGSIR Slate Bureau

HELENA — Poss iblersenic contamination at aub l i c park in Deer Lodgeould present enough hea l thisks to evolve into wide-pread poisoning akin tos b e s t o s exposure f r om a for-ler vermiculi te mine nearibby, t h e s t a t e ' s chief doctoraid W e d n e s d a y .Dr. Michael Spence , chiefl ed i ca l examiner for Mon-ina, t o l d a meeting qf stateealth and environmental o f f t -lals that if action isnt taken)on at Arrow Srone Park thereuuld be long-term carcino-:nic e f f e c t s on local residents.."Basically, this is Libby in380," said Spence .S p e n c e j o ined about a dozanate o f f i c i a l s W e d n e s d a y to,5cuss the situation at theeer L o d g e park to f i g u r e outhat role they can p lay in pro-•cling the p u b l i c f r o m poasi-e arsenic exposure. Arrow:one Park is near where soilsting was conducted severalJ a r s ago by the A t l a n t i ci c h f i e l d Co. on arsenic, a can-T causing substance.S p e n c e f eared the Deeri d g e park could be a similarnation to that in Libby. the:e of a former W.R. Gracermicul i t e mine where hun-

dred s of local r e s ident s haves u f f e r e d or died fromasbestos-related illness. F e d -eral o f f i c i a l s now are trying toclean up the human and envi-ronmental damages f r om themine, which closed in 1990.The U.S. EnvironmentalProtection Agency andAgency for Toxic Sub s tanc e sand Disease Registry(ATSDR) have been at o d d sover whether addi t i onal test-ing at the Deer L o d g e parkshould be conducted and if sowhat levels of arsenic shouldbe deemed too dangerous forrecreational use. In a S e p t e m -ber 2000 let ter to ATSDR,county commissioners with-drew a request for f u r t h e r soilsampling at the site until thetwo f e d e r a l agencies agree ona consistent approach toassess the risks to the public.Powell County health o f f i c e r ,Dr. Kathleen Evans, aekcd thestate last month to get involvedaf t er more than a year of inac-tion by local o f f i c i a l s .Director of the MontanaDepartment of EnvironmentalQuality Jan Sens ibaugh rec-ommended W e d n e s d a y sheand state H e a l t h DepartmentDirector Gall Gray writecounty commissioners to urgethem to allow the additionalsoil testing to take place assuggested by the f e d e r a l

h ea l th agency. A l s o , S e n s i -baugh said she would pressthe EPA 10 a p p r o v e a d d i t i o n a lt e s t i n g and agreed to try andweigh in on local e f f o r t s toeduca t e the community aboutthe danger s of arsenic." L e t ' s s e e i f w e c a n ' t g e tsomething done," S e n s i b a u g hsaid.EPA sc ient i s t in H e l e n aS c o t t Brown said throughoutthe 1990s t e s t ing on the soilhas been conduc t ed and shownminimal arsenic risk forrecreational users in the area..He said those t e s t s give aclear r epre s en ta t i on of thearsenic risk at Arrow S t o n ePark, which is p r o b a b l y l e s sthreatening because of thework done there to make it apubb ' c u s e area."The question is why wouldArrow S t o n e Park be uniqueand d i f f e r e n t f rom the other42 miles of the f l b o d p l a i n , "said Brown.Brown said the recreationalstandard for arsenic is 1,600parts per mil l ion, while theaverage arsenic f ound in thef l o o d p l a i n is between 100-300parts p e r m i l l i o n . H e a d d e dthat less than 3 percent is con-sidered a hot spot or an areawhere the arsenic l eve l s creepto high levels.Chairwoman of the PowellCommission K a y Beck d i d n ' t

return phone calls Wedne sday .O f f i c i a l s also batted aboutthe idea of moving ahead toput up warning signs in thearea, but were unclear aboutwhether they had the authori-ty to do so. T h e y said theywere concerned that if nothingis done to at least warn thecommunity about the p o s s i b l ethreat of arsenic poi soning,c h i l d r e n ' s l ives would be atrisk.T o d d Damrow, s ta t e epi-d e m i o l o g i s t , said disagree-ments between the EPA and. -the health agency must be putaside in "the name of chil-dren." Damrow a d d e d laterthat until action is taken, o f f i -cials are "gambling" with k i d s 'lives."Can we turn our back orclose our eyes to that?" heasked. "What ' s going to hap-pen years from now?"Asked Ken Pekoe,spokesman for the Depart-ment of H e a l t h and H u m a nServices: "Why does EPA notwant to err on the side of cau-tion?" c*̂ «s
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Powell County health o f f i c e r seeks
he lp po s t ing arsenic warning signs

B Y E R I C K A S C H E N C K S M I T H
of The Standard Stale Bureau

Piumoro

HELENA — A f t e r more than a year ofinaction by local o f f i c i a l s , Powell Countyhealth o f f i c e r Dr. Kath l e en Evans hasturned 10 the s ta t e for h e l p in p u t t i n g upsigns, warning of arsenic-contaminated soilat several p o p u l a r recreation areas alongthe Clark Fork River, i n c l u d i n g Arrow Stone
ARSENIC levels at-Arrow Stone Park InDear L o d g e are believed to be a heal th risk.

Park in Deer Lodge.Evans .said she is merely f o l l o w i n g therecommendations of the U . S . Agency forToxic Subs tance s and Disease Registry,which has released new reports saying its t i l l believes the signs are necessary. Theagency also continues to disagree with theU . S . Environmental Protection A g e n c y f i n d -ings that the areas are sate for recreation.In an Apri l 21 l e t t e r to the directors ofthe department s of Environmental Qual i tyand Public H e a l t h and Human Services,
See ARSENIC, Page AT

Arsenic...
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Evans f o r m a l l y requestedh e l p making and erecting thesigns.""Please h e l p ensure rhatthe t r a g e d i e s of other pre-ventable hazardous expo-sures, such as in Libby, arenot repeated in our Montana' c o m m u n i t y , " she wrote,X e f e r r i n g to the asbestos-f elated health crisis in Libby.L^'On T u e s d a y , Evans said thef 3 3 j u e is also l ikely to come upduring T h u r s d a y ' s quarterly .meeting of the Powell CountyPublic H e a l t h Board. She is amember of the board, as areJhe county commissioners.3B£ pred i c t ed the commis-$iohers will r e f u s e to post theareas, or to clean them up or'ask for fur ther testing.; ' " I f they s a y t h a t , then I ' m

going t o say, ' I c a n ' t b e partyto this any more,"1 Evans saidin a t e l ephone interview."This has been known as apotential problem and hasbeen questioned for years."County Commissioner KayBeck said she had yet notheard that the ATSDRreport s or Evans* request forwarning signs would be onthe agenda.Ron Hanson, a contractedplanner for the county, saidthe county is s imply waitingfor the two f ederal agenciesto work toge ther be fore mak-ing any decisions."We had requested thatATSDR and EPA get on thesame page, so to speak,"Hanson said, "We did not f e e lit was benef ic ial to the resi-dents of this county, or anyother area for that matter, tohear one thing f rom one f e d -eral agency and another thingfrom another f ederal agency.

. . . That' s al l we ask. We didn'twant co be bothered in themeantime."In a S e p t e m b e r 2000 l e t t e rto the ATSDR, the commis-sioners withdrew a requestfor f u r t h e r soil sampling"unless or until you and EPAagree on a consistentapproach to assessing risks tothe p e o p l e who use ArrowStone Park."Hanson said it is s implytoo d i f f i c u l t to decide whomto believe about how muchrisk is acceptable. And, hea d d e d , the arsenic in the soil -the result of a long history ofmining in the area — isn't aserious concern for manyp e o p l e in Deer Lodge ,"Keep in mind the resi-dents of the area have livedhere generation a f t er genera-tion," he said. "They havelived with the river in a muchmore contaminated situationthan i t ' s i n today."


